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1. 100 Years Ago 

Rewind to 1918 
 

The end of World War One 
 

Representation of the 

People Act 



2. 1918 

Women driving ambulances in 

World War One 
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3. 1920s 

St John Ambulance Brigade Training Manual, 1928 



4. The Pink Triangle 
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It is estimated that 

100,000 gay men perished 

in concentration camps in 

the 1940s 



5. 1948 

The new National 

Health Service 
 

It will provide you with all medical, 

dental and nursing care. Everyone – 

rich or poor, man, woman or child – 

can use it or any part of it. There are 

no charges, except for a few special 

items. 



6. 1950s 

Prosecutions of gay men 

reached an all time high in 

the late 1940s and 1950s. 

 

So many men had been 

killed in the Second World 

War that emphasis was 

placed on ‘family values’ 

and rebuilding the nation. 
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Its-Not-Unusual-History-Lesbian/dp/1854792059/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1519492253&sr=8-1&keywords=its+not+unusual+book


7. Genius or criminal? 

Alan Turing 
1912 – 1954 

 

Creator of Britain’s first 

modern computer. 

 

Alan Turing was sent to trial 

after police discovered he 

was gay whilst investigating 

a burglary he reported. 

 

He committed suicide. 
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8. 1960s 

Ambulances in the 1960s 

were pretty basic! 



9. 1967 
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In 1967 the Sexual 

Offences Act was 

revised to 

decriminalise 

homosexual acts 

between men. 

 

It has taken ten years 

to get this legislation 

passed. 



10. Stonewall 

After months of persecution by the New York Police Department, the 

Stonewall  Riots came to a head on 27 June 1969. Stonewall is the 

name of a pub in New York which still exists today. 
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11. Gay medics in film and television 

Dr. Kildare 
1961 to 1966 

 

Richard Chamberlain 

played the lead role 

Carry On films 
1958 to 1992 

 

Kenneth Williams starred 

as Dr. Tinkle 

Christian Jessen 
 

Starred in Embarrassing 

Bodies and is an active gay 

rights campaigner 



12. 1972 
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The first Pride march took place in London in 1972, and saw lesbians 

and gay men protesting about unequal rights. The number of people 

attending increased over subsequent years, almost bringing the 

centre of London to a standstill. 



13. 1970s 

Advert for ambulance personnel, around 1970’s 



14. Role of the Ambulance Woman 

From ‘A Complete Handbook for Ambulance Personnel’ (Morris, 1970) 



15. Ambulances got better! 

Ambulances in South and  

West Yorkshire 



16. 1998 

The appearance of Hayley Cropper 

in Coronation Street rocked the 

nation when she first appeared in 

1998. 

 

Hayley, played by actress 

Julie Hesmondhalgh, was the first 

trans character in a soap opera. 

She continued to star in the show 
until 2014. 



17. 1997 to 2010 
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Under the Labour 

government more LGBT 

rights were challenged 

and equalised. 



18. 2000 

Legislation was passed in 

2000 which meant gay and 

lesbian people could no 

longer be banned from the 

Armed Forces. 



19. 2006 to 2012 

Ambulance services were 

reformed into twelve larger 

regional organisations.  

 

Most of these services have since 

set up LGBT staff networks. 

Originally created by the Yorkshire 

Ambulance LGBT Network in 2012, 

this symbol was later adapted as 

the logo for the National Ambulance 

Network in 2015. 



20. [Date] 
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[Suggest including information about your 

own LGBT Network here] 



21. 2015 
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The start of the 

National Ambulance 

LGBT Network? 

 

Brighton, August 2015 



22. 2016 
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Many ambulance services 

have decorated vehicles for 

Pride events. Yorkshire 

Ambulance Service was the 

first service to have a 

decorated vehicle in service, 

briefly in 2016. 



23. 2018 
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Launch of the trans 

star of life badges in 

January 2018 



Serving Our Communities with Pride 
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Further Information 
 

This article was first put together by Alistair Gunn at Yorkshire 

Ambulance Service in 2018 as part of the LGBT History Month 

celebrations. Other resources can be found on our website at: 

www.ambulanceLGBT.org/resources 
 

Permission is granted for this information to be used to promote 

LGBT History Month in Ambulance Services. 
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